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Productive Struggle

Struggle is how students learn and grow.  Think 
about how many opportunities students have to 
grapple with a concept.  As a teacher we often 
want to remove struggle, but we need to always 
think about how to value struggle and help students 
develop good habits when they experience this in 
mathematics.

Model of the Month:  
The Number Line

Number Lines are found throughout 
the Bridges program.  They are 
powerful visuals that are key to 
building students understanding of 
math concepts.  The link above will 
bring you to a series of videos that 
show how to use them with a 
variety of skills.

November Number Corner 
Previews

Each 30-minute video 
features an overview of 
the concepts and ideas for 
the month, a preview of 
each workout, and practical 
tips for organization and 
effective facilitation for 
Grades K–5.

Tip:  Work Place Storage
Have leftover Work Place record sheets, Work 
Place Guides, and student instruction pages jumbled 
together? Create a simple filing system to store 
materials. Get eight hanging folders (one for each 
unit) and put them in a filing cabinet or crate. Sort 
the copies and instructions by unit and file 
accordingly. Then add in game boards, spinners, or 
other materials that are used only in a single Work 
Place. This will make WP setup next year even 
simpler.

Book Recommendation
Looking for a great book that will 
change how you think about 
everything we do in our math 
classes?  I suggest reading Building 
Thinking Classrooms by Peter 
Liljedahl.  If students aren’t thinking, 
they aren’t learning.  This book has 
14 research based teaching 
practices that will change your 
classroom instruction.

Teaching Word Problems
Many students struggle with comprehending the situation to 
solve.  You can help them by using the following strategies:

● Use manipulatives
● Draw a picture
● Act it Out
● Write their own word problem
● Use student names in the problems
● Restate the problem in your own words
● Use graphic organizers
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